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It is true that at page 37 of the Iqtrab it is stated that "as regards the word Mehdi it is applicable to every pious man/3 but in the sentence preceding and following this quotation it is clearly stated that the Mehdi of Soudan is not the true Mehdi, as will be seen from the whole passage quoted at page 31.
Besides in other passages quoted already the same statement is made with the utmost certainty. The critics deserve great credit for having made a Karam Singh of the Government by omitting the preceding and following sentences and quoting one single sentence in order to show that the so called Mehdi -was stated by the Nawab to be the real Mehdi.
The critics have also similarly deceived Government as regards statement No. 4. No doubt the giving up of Jehad is condemned at page 41, &c., but when we find at page 56, 58 and 59, such passages as " to wage Jehad with the hand is the work of the Imams" and that " Imams are no longer to be found ;" that " at the present moment there is neither a Muhammadan people nor the Imams ;" that " the present is the time for holding aloof and there is now 110 opportunity of dying a martyr in a fight," we cannot resist the obvious conclusion that the giving up of Jehad is denounced not for the purpose of exciting people to wage it in. the future, but merely to give an account of the past. Indeed, such a statement is equal to saying that the Ma-hornmadans retained their supremacy so long as they continued to advance their political power by means of the sword and that by giving up the sword they have become weaker. Remarks like these occur in works written by Mahommadans as well as Christians, but they cannot be regarded in the light of attempts to incite the people to rebellion.
The reason of this is to be found in the fact that the word Jehad does not merely signify a religious war which is waged when the performance of religious duties is interfered with. Even political wars undertaken, for purposes of national aggrandisement are also called Jehad. We would refer those who